
main campus
self guided campus tour
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Grad House
The Grad House, originally a 
farm house, offers a variety 
of activities that cater to 
graduate students and the 
university community. In 
1957, it was the only building 
located on the land our 
founders purchased to build 
the university.

Student Life 
Centre
The Student Life Centre, 
or the “living room” of the 
campus, is open 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 

A great resource located 
inside is the Turnkey Desk. It 
sells bus tickets and snacks, 
loans out board games, and its 
staff can answer any question 
you may have.

Davis Centre
The William G. Davis Computer Research Centre (DC), the 
red pipe and glass building, was designed for Computer 
Science to look like a microchip. It houses the engineering, 
math, and science library, one of 8 libraries on campus. 
The construction, just beside the DC, is for a new Faculty 
of Mathematics building. It will contain a classroom that is 
a replica of the Toronto Stock Exchange.

Lyle hallman 
institute
Inside the Lyle Hallman 
Institute for Health Promotion, 
one of the Faculty of Applied 
Health Sciences’ buildings, 
you’ll find lots of hands-on 
research labs that focus on 
transforming people’s health.

Coutts Hall
Coutts Engineering Lecture 
Hall (RCH) is one of the 
Faculty of Engineering’s 6 
buildings. RCH is made up of 
the largest collection of lecture 
halls on campus. Students 
from all faculties, not just 
Engineering, take classes here.

Quantum Nano centre 
The Mike and Ophelia Lazaridis Quantum-Nano Centre, 
currently under construction, will house state-of-the-art 
science labs that will expand the research our students and 
professors are conducting at the atomic and molecular level.

6

What’s inside: dental office, hair salon, full-service bank, bike 
shop, pharmacy, sports medicine clinic, used bookstore, 
computer store, offices for some of our over 160 student clubs, 
Waterloo Residences and Off-campus Housing offices, the 
Federation of Students office (similar to students’ council), 
Watcard Office (student ID card), one of 17 eateries, and our 
most popular Tim Hortons location. 
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Arts Quad
This is the Arts section of our 
campus. It’s easy to locate 
because of the iconic Dana 
Porter Library, also known as 
the “sugar cube.”

Waterloo has a reputation 
for business even though 
we don’t have a traditional 
school of business. Instead 
we developed “+ business” 
programs – such as Arts and 
Business – that allow students 
to combine their passion with 
the same business background 
included in a BBA or BCom 
degree. 

Physical Activities Complex 
Stay fit or cheer on our Warriors! The PAC is one of 2 
athletic facilities for our students. It’s also home to our 
Athletics and Recreational Services department. They 
hire dozens of students every term for part-time or co-op 
positions. If you’re looking for additional ways to finance 
your education, this is a great place to start! 

Needles Hall
Needles Hall is the home base for our administrative offices. 
Inside you’ll find the Registrar’s Office (the admissions office), 
Student Awards and Financial Aid Office, and the Office of 
the President. It also houses some great student services 
like Counselling Services, Office for Persons with Disabilities, 
International Student Office, and the Student Life Office.

If you’re considering an exchange or would like to add an 
international opportunity to your degree, you’ll want to visit 
Waterloo International, located inside.

Environment
This is the Faculty of 
Environment section of the 
campus. Waterloo has an entire 
faculty dedicated to helping 
students do their part for the 
planet. The building under 
construction – Environment 3 – 
will be the one of the greenest 
buildings in Canada. It will 
contain a garden, a wetland, 
and in-floor heating using 
recycled heat from computers.  

Tatham Centre
Inside the William H. Tatham Centre for Co-operative 
Education and Career Services, you’ll find change rooms, 
interview rooms, and a centre to assist you with career 
planning. It’s the largest building of its kind at a Canadian 
university.

Waterloo founded co-operative education in Canada and 
today, we offer the world’s largest co-op program.

Bridge to  
University 
Colleges
Across the creek, you’ll find 
4 University Colleges, smaller 
communities that offer 
residence and academic life, 
Conrad Grebel, St. Jerome’s, 
St. Paul’s, and Renison. 
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 CO-OP BUILDING

UNIVERSITY COLLEGES

Ranked as Canada’s “most innovative” university for 19 years, 
Waterloo is a place where ideas come to life – ideas like the 
BlackBerry®, the euro, and Google AdWords.

What sets Waterloo apart is co-operative education – students 
alternate 4-month school and paid work terms, gaining up to 
2 years of experience. Waterloo founded co-op in Canada and 
houses the world’s largest co-op program – 3,500 employers 
worldwide. 

Ideas start here.

Canada’s most 
innovative 
university 
for 19 years in a row 
– Maclean’s  Newsmagazine

Best overall 
university  
in Canada   
– Maclean’s  Newsmagazine
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contact us
University of Waterloo 
200 University Avenue West 
Waterloo, Ontario 
Canada N2L 3G1 
519-888-4567, ext. 33614 
askus@uwaterloo.ca 
uwaterloo.ca


